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“The Bible should be read in 
our schools in preference to all 
other books from its containing 
the greatest portion of that kind 

of knowledge which is calculated 
to produce private and 

public happiness.” 



“In contemplating the political 
institutions of the United States, 
I lament that [if we remove the 

Bible from schools] we waste 
so much time and money 

punishing crimes and take so 
little pains to prevent them.” 



“For this Divine Book 
above all others favors that 
equality among mankind, 

that respect for just laws, and 
those sober and frugal virtues 

which constitute the soul 
of our government.” 





Signers	  Hung	  6	  “Do you recollect the pensive 
and awful silence which 

pervaded the house when 
we were called up, one 

after another, to the table 
of the President of Congress 

to subscribe to what was 
believed by many . . . 



at that time to be our death 
warrants? The silence and 

gloom of the morning were 
interrupted, I well recollect, 

only for a moment by Colonel 
Harrison of Virginia who said 
to Mr. Gerry at the table: . . . 



I shall have a distinct advantage 
over you, Mr. Gerry, when we 
are all hung for what we are 

doing. From the size and 
weight of my body I shall die 

in a few minutes . . . 



. . . but from the 
lightness of your body, 
you will dance in the air 

an hour or two before 
you are dead!” 



“This speech procured a 
transient smile, but it was 

soon succeeded by the 
solemnity with which 

the whole business 
was conducted.” 



John	  Adams	  General	  Principles	  I am well aware of the toil and blood and 
treasure, that it will cost us to maintain 

this Declaration, and support and defend 
these States. Yet through all the gloom I 
can see the rays of ravishing Light and 

Glory.  I can see that the end is more than 
worth all the means.  And that posterity 

will triumph in that days transaction, even 
although we should rue it, which I trust in 

God we shall not. 



John	  Adams	  General	  Principles	  “The second day of July, 1776 will be the 
most memorable epoch in the  history of 

America.  I am apt to believe that it will be 
celebrated by succeeding generations as 
the great anniversary festival. It ought to 

be commemorated as the day of 
deliverance, by solemn  acts of devotion 

to God Almighty. It ought to be 
solemnized with pomp…  



John	  Adams	  General	  Principles	  and parade, with shows, games, sports, 
guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, 

from one end of this continent to the 
other, from this time forward 

forevermore.”  









“Before the formation of the 
Constitution, the Declaration was 

received and ratified by all the 
States in the Union and has never 

been disannulled.” 





















ISIAH 33:22 
 

FOR THE LORD IS OUR JUDGE 
THE LORD IS OUR LAWGIVER 

THE LORD IS OUR KING 



Legisla(ve	  
Grievances	  

	  1,	  3,	  4,	  5,	  6,	  7,	  13	  	  	  

Execu(ve	  
Grievances	  

2,	  10,	  11,	  12,	  14,	  15	  	  	  	  
Judicial	  

Grievances	  
	  8,	  9	  	  	  
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  “I now make it my prayer that 
God would have you . . . in His 
holy protection . . . and that He 
would most graciously be pleased 

to dispose us all to do justice,  
to love mercy, and to conduct 

ourselves with that charity, 
humility, and peaceful mind . . . 
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  which were the characteristics of 
the Divine author of our blessed 
religion; and without a humble 

imitation of His example in these 
things, we can never hope to be a 

happy nation.” 



“The Declaration of Independence 
was the platform upon which the 
Constitution of the United States 

had been erected.” 



Dec/ConsGtuGon	  #7	  ART VII 
Done in convention by the unanimous 

consent of the States present the 
seventeenth day of September in the 
Year of our Lord one thousand seven 

hundred and eighty seven, 
and of the independence of 

the United States of America 
the twelfth. 



“The Lord is our judge, the Lord is 
our lawgiver, the Lord is our King.” 

Isaiah 33:22 



Article I establishes the legislative 
branch. 

 
Article II establishes the executive 

branch 
 

Article III establishes the judicial 
branch. 



Legisla(ve	  
Grievances	  

	  1,	  3,	  4,	  5,	  6,	  7,	  13	  	  	  

Execu(ve	  
Grievances	  

2,	  10,	  11,	  12,	  14,	  15	  	  	  	  
Judicial	  

Grievances	  
	  8,	  9	  	  	  



Franklin	  at	  CC1	  



Franklin	  at	  CC5	  



Franklin	  at	  CC2	  



CC	  Franklin	  2	  “Mr. President: The small progress we 
have made after four or five weeks 

close attendance and continual 
reasonings with each other — our 

different sentiments on almost every 
question – is, methinks, a melancholy 

proof of the imperfection of the 
human understanding.” 



“In this situation of this Assembly, 
groping, as it were, in the dark to find 

political truth, and scarce able to 
distinguish it when presented to us, 

how has it happened, sir, that we have 
not hitherto once thought of humbly 

applying to the Father of lights, to 
illuminate our understanding?” 



“In the beginning of the contest 
with Great Britain, when we 
were sensible of danger, we 

had daily prayer in this room 
for Divine protection. Our 

prayers were heard, and they 
were graciously answered.”  



“All of us engaged in the 
struggle must have observed 

frequent instances of a 
superintending Providence in 

our favor. And have we now 
forgotten this powerful friend? 

Or do we imagine we no 
longer need His assistance?”  



“I have lived, Sir, a long 
time, and the longer I live, 

the more convincing proofs 
I see of this truth – 
that God governs 

the affairs of men.”  



“If a sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground without His notice, is 

it probable that an empire can 
rise without His aid? We have 

been assured in the Sacred 
Writings that ‘except the Lord 
build the house, they labor in 

vain that build it.”  



“I firmly believe this; 
and I also believe without 

His concurring aid we shall 
succeed in this political 
building no better than 
the builders of Babel.”  



“I therefore beg leave to move 
that, henceforth, prayers 

imploring the assistance of 
Heaven and its blessing on our 

deliberation be held in this 
assembly every morning before 

we proceed to business.”  



ElecGon	  2	  (Exodus	  18:21)	  Exodus 18:21 
Choose out of all the people 

able men, such as fear God, men 
of truth, hating covetousness; 

and place such over them, 
to be rulers of thousands, 

and rulers of hundreds, 
rulers of fifties, and 

rulers of tens. 



ElecGon	  6	  (Local)	  



ElecGon	  7	  (County)	  



ElecGon	  8	  (State)	  



ElecGon	  9	  (Federal)	  



John	  Adams	  General	  Principles	  

“Statesmen, my dear sir, may plan and  
speculate for Liberty, but it is Religion 

 and Morality alone,  
which can establish the Principles upon  

which Freedom can securely stand.” 



John	  Adams	  General	  Principles	  

The general principles on which the  
Fathers achieved independence were 
The general principles of Christianity.  
 Now I will avow that I then beleived  

And now believe that those general of 



John	  Adams	  General	  Principles	  

 
Christianity are as external and 

 immutable as the existence of God. Our 
Constitution is designed only for a moral 

And religious people.  It is wholly 
Inadequate for any other.” 



George	  Washington,	  Farewell	  



George	  Washington,	  Farewell	  



DeclaraGon	  Purpose	  2	  

“We hold these truths to be 
self-evident: that all men 

are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their 
Creator with certain 
inalienable rights. 
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That to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted 

among men.”   

That among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness. 
 



“If the liberties of America are ever 
completely ruined…it will in all 

probability be the consequence of a 
mistaken notion of prudence which 

leads men to acquiesce in measures of 
the most destructive tendency for the 

sake of present ease.”   



I HAVE FOUND  A GREAT HUNGER IN 
AMERICA FOR A SPIRITUAL REVIVAL; 

FOR A BELIEF THAT LAW MUST  
BE BASED ON A HIGHER LAW, FOR 

A RETURN TO TRADITIONS AND 
 VALUES THAT WE ONCE HAD 



John	  Hancock	  

I URGE YOU, BY ALL THAT 
 IS DEAR, BY ALL THAT IS  

HONORABLE, BY ALL THAT IS 
SACRED, NOT ONLY THAT  

YOU PRAY BUT THAT YE ACT. 




