


Big Idea: Are you looking forward 
to the return of Christ? 









1 Thessalonians 1:1a (NLT) 
This letter is from Paul, Silas, and 

Timothy. We are writing to the 
church in Thessalonica, to you 
who belong to God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 



1 Thessalonians 1:1b (NLT) 
May God give you grace and 

peace. 





The greater the relationship you 
have with someone, the greater 

the truths that can be shared. 





1 Thessalonians 1:2 (NLT) 
We always thank God for all of 

you and pray for you constantly. 



1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NLT) 
As we pray to our God and Father 

about you, we think of your 
faithful work, your loving deeds, 
and the enduring hope you have 
because of our Lord Jesus Christ. 





Marks of Following Jesus: 
Faith, that works 



Marks of Following Jesus: 
Love, that labors 



Marks of Following Jesus: 
Hope, that endures 





1 Thessalonians 1:4 (NLT) 
4 We know, dear brothers and 
sisters, that God loves you and 
has chosen you to be his own 

people. 



1 Thessalonians 1:5a (NLT) 
For when we brought you the 

Good News, it was not only with 
words but also with power, for 

the Holy Spirit gave you full 
assurance that what we said was 

true. 



1 Thessalonians 1:5b (NLT) 
And you know of our concern for 
you from the way we lived when 

we were with you. 



1 Thessalonians 1:6 (NLT) 
So you received the message with 
joy from the Holy Spirit in spite of 

the severe suffering it brought 
you. In this way, you imitated 

both us and the Lord. 



1 Thessalonians 1:7 (NLT) 
As a result, you have become an 

example to all the believers in 
Greece—throughout both 

Macedonia and Achaia. 





How You Know You Belong to Christ: 
1.  You have the power of Holy Spirit 

to discern truth. 



How You Know You Belong to Christ: 
2.  You have the power of the Holy 
Spirit to produce joy in the face of 

suffering. 



How You Know You Belong to Christ: 
3.  As you follow Jesus, others 
believers follow your example. 





1 Thessalonians 1:6b (NLT) 
you imitated both us and the 

Lord. 



1 Thessalonians 1:7 (NLT) 
As a result, you have become an 

example to all the believers in 
Greece—throughout both 

Macedonia and Achaia. 





1 Thessalonians 1:8a (NLT) 
And now the word of the Lord is 
ringing out from you to people 

everywhere, even beyond 
Macedonia and Achaia, 



1 Thessalonians 1:8b (NLT) 
for wherever we go we find 

people telling us about your faith 
in God. We don’t need to tell 

them about it, 



1 Thessalonians 1:9 (NLT) 
9 for they keep talking about the 
wonderful welcome you gave us 
and how you turned away from 

idols to serve the living and true 
God. 





1 Thessalonians 1:10a (NLT) 
And they speak of how you are 

looking forward to the coming of 
God’s Son from heaven—Jesus, 

whom God raised from the dead. 



1 Thessalonians 1:10b (NLT) 
He is the one who has rescued us 

from the terrors of the coming 
judgment. 





Big Idea: Are you looking forward 
to the return of Christ? 





What is preventing you from 
looking forward to the return of 

Christ? 





What is preventing you from 
looking forward to the return of 

Christ? 
1.  Seems too distant and not real. 





Read Matthew 24 for signs of the 
End Times 













































Joel 2:31 (ESV) 
The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before the great and 

terrible day of the LORD come. 





1. 162-163 C.E. (Common Era) 



2. 795-796 C.E. 



3. 842-843 C.E. 



4. 860-861 C.E. 



5. 1493-1494 C.E. 



6. 1949-1950 C.E. 



7. 1967-1968 C.E. 



8. 2014-2015 C.E. 





1 Thessalonians 5:2 (NLT) 
2 For you know quite well that 

the day of the Lord’s return will 
come unexpectedly, like a thief in 

the night. 



1 Thessalonians 5:3a (NLT) 
When people are saying, 

“Everything is peaceful and 
secure,” then disaster will fall on 
them as suddenly as a pregnant 

woman’s labor pains begin. 



1 Thessalonians 5:3b (NLT) 
And there will be no escape. 



1 Thessalonians 5:4 (NLT) 
But you aren’t in the dark about 
these things, dear brothers and 

sisters, and you won’t be 
surprised when the day of the 

Lord comes like a thief. 



1 Thessalonians 5:5 (NLT) 
For you are all children of the 
light and of the day; we don’t 
belong to darkness and night. 



1 Thessalonians 5:6 (NLT) 
So be on your guard, not asleep 
like the others. Stay alert and be 

clearheaded. 





What is preventing you from looking 
forward to the return of Christ? 

2.  The love of this world and the 
things of this world (You are not 

“right” with Jesus). 





1 John 2:15 (NLT) 
Do not love this world nor the 

things it offers you, for when you 
love the world, you do not have 

the love of the Father in you. 



1 John 2:16a (NLT) 
For the world offers only a 

craving for physical pleasure, a 
craving for everything we see, 
and pride in our achievements 

and possessions. 



1 John 2:16b (NLT) 
These are not from the Father, 

but are from this world. 



1 John 2:17 (NLT) 
And this world is fading away, 

along with everything that 
people crave. But anyone who 

does what pleases God will live 
forever. 





What is preventing you from looking 
forward to the return of Christ? 

2.  The love of this world and the 
things of this world (You are not 

“right” with Jesus). 



What is preventing you from looking 
forward to the return of Christ? 

3.  Family and friends who still do not 
know Jesus. 





Matthew 24:37 (NLT) 
When the Son of Man returns, it 
will be like it was in Noah’s day. 



Matthew 24:38 (NLT) 
In those days before the flood, 

the people were enjoying 
banquets and parties and 

weddings right up to the time 
Noah entered his boat. 



Matthew 24:39 (NLT) 
People didn’t realize what was 

going to happen until the flood 
came and swept them all away. 

That is the way it will be when the 
Son of Man comes. 



Matthew 24:40 (NLT) 
Two men will be working 

together in the field; one will be 
taken, the other left. 





What is preventing you from looking 
forward to the return of Christ? 

3.  Family and friends who still do not 
know Jesus. 



What is preventing you from looking 
forward to the return of Christ? 

4.  Fear. 





1 John 4:15 (NLT) 
All who declare that Jesus is the 

Son of God have God living in 
them, and they live in God. 



1 John 4:16 (NLT) 
We know how much God loves us, 

and we have put our trust in his 
love. God is love, and all who live 
in love live in God, and God lives 

in them. 



1 John 4:17a (NLT) 
And as we live in God, our love 

grows more perfect. 



1 John 4:17b (NLT) 
So we will not be afraid on the 

day of judgment, but we can face 
him with confidence because we 
live like Jesus here in this world. 



1 John 4:18a (NLT) 
Such love has no fear, because 

perfect love expels all fear. 



1 John 4:18b (NLT) 
If we are afraid, it is for fear of 

punishment, and this shows that 
we have not fully experienced his 

perfect love. 





Titus 2:12 (NLT) 
And we are instructed to turn 
from godless living and sinful 

pleasures. We should live in this 
evil world with wisdom, 

righteousness, and devotion to 
God, 



Titus 2:13 (NLT) 
while we look forward with hope 
to that wonderful day when the 

glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, will be revealed.  




