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Romans 11:1-5 (NLT)

| ask, then, has God rejected his own people, the nation
of Israel? Of course not! | myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham and a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. No, God has not rejected his own people,
whom he chose from the very beginning. Do you realize
what the Scriptures say about this? Elijah the prophet
complained to God about the people of Israel and said,
“LORD, they have killed your prophets and torn down
your altars. | am the only one left, and now they are
trying to kill me, too.”




And do you remember God’s reply? He said, “No, | have
7,000 others who have never bowed down to Baal!” It s
the same today, for a few of the people of Israel have
remained faithful because of God’s grace—his

undeserved kindness in choosing them.







Romans 11:11-15 (NLT)
Did God’s people stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of

course not! They were disobedient, so God made
salvation available to the Gentiles. But he wanted his
own people to become jealous and claim it for
themselves. Now if the Gentiles were enriched because
the people of Israel turned down God'’s offer of salvation,
think how much greater a blessing the world will share
when they finally accept it.




| am saying all this especially for you Gentiles. God has
appointed me as the apostle to the Gentiles. | stress this,
for | want somehow to make the people of Israel jealous
of what you Gentiles have, so | might save some of them.
For since their rejection meant that God offered
salvation to the rest of the world, their acceptance will
be even more wonderful. It will be life for those who
were dead!







Matthew 23:37-39 (NLT)

“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets
and stones God’s messengers! How often | have wanted
to gather your children together as a hen protects her
chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me. And
now, look, your house is abandoned and desolate. For |
tell you this, you will never see me again until you say,
‘Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the

LORD!"™”







